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its escape. To remedy this defect, Mr. Tytler has got it covered with a varnish to retain the inflammable air after the balloon is filled.
" Early this morning this bold adventurer took his first aerial flight. The balloon being filled at Comely Garden, he seated himself in the basket, and the ropes being cut he ascended very high, and descended quite gradually on the road to Restalrig, about half a mile from the place where he rose, to the great satisfaction of those spectators who were present.
" Mr. Tytler is now in high spirits, and in his turn laughs at those infidels who ridiculed his scheme as visionary and impracticable. Mr. Tytler is the first person in Great Britain who has navigated the air. "
Lunardi's famous ascent from London took place a few weeks later. While the aeronaut hovered over London the King was in conference with some of his ministers, and His Majesty, learning that Lunardi was in the sky, is reported to have said: " We may resume our own deliberations at pleasure, but we may never see poor Lunardi again! " On this, it is further stated, the conference broke up, and the King, attended by Pitt and other chief officers of State, continued to view Lunardi through telescopes.
The public press paid a worthy tribute to the hero of the hour, and one last act of an exceptional character was carried out in his honour; and remains in evidence to this hour. In a meadow in the parish of Standon, near Ware, there stands a stone protected by an iron rail marking the spot where Lunardi landed.
For a century the balloon scarcely altered in design, although improvements were effected in the method of inflation, the construction of the valve, the introduction of the ripping panel, and in the quality of the scientific instruments employed.
In most cases, in order to defray the expenses of